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Core Topics

Contact Ryan

Food Systems and
Placemaking Speaker

Ryan Smolar is the Director of
PlacemakingUS, a national network
advancing urban regeneration and the
preservation of living close to the land.
He also leads his city’s local food policy
council, Long Beach Fresh, where he
supports Eaters, Feeders, and Seeders
—helping community gardens and
farms take root, strengthening small
food businesses and makers, and
shaping policy to make growing,
sharing, and selling local food easier
and more equitable.

+1 (213) 268-4924

ryan@smolarcorp.com

www.placemakingus.org

Food Placemaking
Designing Markets & Gardens as
Social Infrastructure
Resilience & Disaster Recovery
Entrepreneurship & Maker Culture
Wayfinding & Food
Neighborhoods
Food is Medicine
Food System Mapping
Partnering for Impact

Why Invite Ryan

Ryan connects the worlds of food, place, and
culture, revealing how the design of markets
and gardens can strengthen communities
and restore a sense of rootedness and
resilience. 

His talks weave together lessons from food
placemaking, entrepreneurship and maker
culture, and food system mapping to show
how cities can cultivate vibrant, self-
sustaining food neighborhoods. 

Ryan demonstrates how food serves not only
as a daily connector, but as a powerful tool for
urban regeneration and rural preservation.

Connecting cities through
cuisine, culture, and community.



Highlighted 
     Speaking 
          Experiences

California Food Councils
Statewide Gathering
Salinas, California

Grow Together! National
Garden Conference
Manhattan, New York

Good Design 
Izmire, Türkiye

UN Habitat
Cairo, Egypt

Engagement Rate Sheet

Speaker Fee: $2,500 per engagement
($1,000 for digital appearances)

Hotel Accommodation: 2-night or more
stay at a hotel or AirBnB 

Flights: Round-trip airfare (economy
class, aisle seat, midday flights)

Ground Transportation: Reimbursement
for transportation to and from airports,
hotels, and event venues

Meals: Per diem of $75/day (unless
otherwise provided by the hosting
organization)

Raising Awareness of global food and
placemaking policies, trends, and
funding mechanisms
Opportunity to co-create an article,
video, or report that extends learning,
recognition and visibility
Inspiration from real-world stories of
actions that scale into systemic change

Bringing Ryan Offers the
Following Takeaways

Ryan leaves audiences with
practical frameworks, creative

inspiration, and a renewed belief
in food as social infrastructure.


